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Application No. 

09/620,581 
Examiner 



rplicant(s) 
PREISLER, DARIUS J. 
Art Unit 


2167 


Christopher R B uchanan , — 

Pe TsHO R R TEN y EO STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY ,8 SET TO EXP.RE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF BBB ^h— 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) H Responsive to communication(s) filed on ?4 January 2002 . 
^, i ■ 4 - >.ciwai 2bO This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) land 4-6 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from considerat.cn. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) gl Claim(s) Land^6 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9in The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

rn / ■ nun i S/ are- a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
10in The drawing(s) filed on is'are. aju k 

I I) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approv ,lj 

,f approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12)0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 
1 3, D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a) (d) <f). 

a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1Q certified copies of the priority documents have been received. ^ 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Appl.cation No. . 
14D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domesuc pnonty under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to 

Attachment(s) ^ interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) ■ 

ilD Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2 □ Notice of Draftspersons Patent Drawing Review 'PTO*-) ^ 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) ■ °>U _ 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Madrigal et al. in view of Ward et al. 

With regard to claims 1 and 4, Madrigal discloses a vehicle (12, Fig. 1) with an 
airbag (10) deployable from the vehicle instrument panel upon impact and an occupant 
protection system (S) comprising an airbag (10) that is stored in a deflated condition 
and includes an airbag portion (14) that acts as a cover and remains a portion of the 
airbag after it is deployed (col. 3 line 5+, see Fig. 1). The airbag has a skin (15) and the 
airbag portion (14) is a portion of the skin. 

The occupant protection system of Madrigal differs from the claimed invention in 
that the airbag is not stored near and deployed through an opening in the instrument 
panel [claims 1 and 4] and the cover is not flush with the vehicle instrument panel 
[claims 5 and 6]. 

Ward discloses an occupant protection system (12, Fig. 1) with an airbag (22) 
stored near and deployed through an opening (24, col. 2 line 1+) in the instrument panel 
(10). The airbag has a cover (26) that is flush with the instrument panel. Furthermore, 
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it would be obvious to one skilled in the art that the location of the cover relative to the 
instrument panel could be varied as required by design. 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the occupant protection 
system of Madrigal to include an airbag stored near and deployed through an opening in 
the instrument panel and a cover that is flush with the panel, as taught by Ward, to 
provide an airbag system with a cover that does not need to be attached to the airbag 
module. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed January 24, 2002 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The airbag of Ward has a cover (26) that is flush with the 
instrument panel and it would be obvious to one skilled in the art that the airbag skin 
itself could act as a cover, as taught by Madrigal. Furthermore, it would be obvious to 
one skilled in the art that the location of the cover relative to the instrument panel could 
be varied as required by design. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

the e^viserv eatient In na event* however will the stetwterv ©erteeJ ter reply entire later 

than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R Buchanan whose telephone number is 
703-306-5782. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 703-308-5183. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
305-7687 for regular communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1113. y 7 




Kenneth R. Rice - 
Primary Examiner 


Christopher Buchanan 
March 26, 2002 


